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A very busy month of cricket is over, but we 

pitch into an even busier month, with several 

different competitions all in full swing. The 1st 

XI T20 knockout stages are underway after a 

round-robin stage which has attracted a fair 

bit of adverse comment and which to my mind 

could be dealt with a little more satisfactorily. 

No-one disputes the difficulties that evening 

T20 fixtures present, with players and officials 

often battling to grounds in heavy traffic, 

many also with work commitments that can-

not be easily dispensed with, leading to the 

inevitable but unavoidable ôsamenessõ of 

many of the mini-group teams. Thereõs also 

the need to ensure that out of all the entrants, 

there are 16 qualifiers for the knockout stag-

es, which in turn has led to four mini-groups of 

just two teams, one match deciding who goes 

forward. I donõt see why these groups canõt be 

contested over two matches, with net run-rate 

(or some other agreed method) deciding who 

goes through in the event of each team win-

ning a match. It would certainly seem to be a 

more satisfactory way of determining qualifi- James 

 

 

 

 
 

ers than just (potentially) winning two 

matches and being through to finals day. 

All of this, however (as with all else) lies 

in the gift of the competing clubs to pro-

pose such changes, so we will see if any 

proposals are forthcoming. Certainly this 

yearõs 1st XI T20 to date has produced 

some excellent games and brilliant per-

formances, and, pleasingly, no matches 

conceded (although Didsbury & Marple 

agreed to cancel their final group game 

after neither could have progressed).  

Congratulations to the 3rd XI sides who 

have made it through to finals day, the 

2nd XIs still in T20 contention, and all 

those involved in the longer Cup               

formats (be it in the National KO, the 

Cheshire Cup or  Shield). Thereõs some 

great cricket being played and I hope 

more clubs will do more to promote 

themselves, their teams and their 

achievements on their social media plat-

forms. Many clubs have them but very 

few, it seems, update them regularly, 

which is a shame. 

 

I also want to devote some space to the 

publication of a new book which I have 

been thoroughly enjoying and which I 

know many of my other colleagues would 

be glad to have a copy of too. Scott Oli-

ver has put together a real labour of love 

about the regional game, entitled ôSticky 

Dogs and Stardustõ, telling the tale of 22 

professionals - stellar internationals, in 

point of fact - who turned out for 

league clubs, most (but not all) 

based in Lancashire (where it 

was a League regulation that 

clubs had to have a professional 

player, to cultivate interest in 

the club and the game). Youõll 

know all 22 players whose sto-

ries are told in the book, and 

while I can only imagine the 

amount of work it took to re-

search and write, it is a wonder-

ful piece of work, a real gem 

amongst too many flaccid crick-

et books,  and I recommend it to 

you without hesitation.  

Premier Division 

Alderley Edge     4.0 

Brooklands         4.0 

Cheadle              4.0 

Chester BH         4.0 

Grappenhall       4.0 

Hyde                   4.0 

Neston                4.0 

Oxton                  4.0 

Toft                     3.95 

Widnes               3.95 

Didsbury             3.8 

Nantwich            3.75 

Average 3.95 

Division 1 

Oulton Park   4.05 

Macclesfield  4.0 

Romiley          4.0 

Stockport G    4.0 

Congleton      3.95 

Alvanley         3.94 

Urmston         3.85 

Bowden          3.81 

Bramhall        3.8 

Lindow           3.7 

Sale                3.7 

Timperley       3.6 

Average 3.86 

Division 2 

NE Cheshire       4.05 

Cheadle Hulme  4.0 

Hale Barns         4.0 

Haslington         4.0 

Marple               4.0 

Mobberley         3.95 

Davenham        3.95 

Port Sunlight     3.9 

Christleton         3.85 

Ashton OM         3.8 

Stockport           3.8 

Bollington          3.75 

Average 3.92 

Division 3 

Ashley                   4.0 

Hawk Green          4.0 

Heaton Mersey     4.0 

Kingsley                4.0 

Maritime               4.0 

Oakmere               4.0 

Upton                    4.0 

Tattenhall             3.95 

Barrow                  3.9 

Northwich             3.9 

Warrington            3.9 

Winnington Park   3.9 

Average 3.96 



So my scoring adventure was about to start a new chapter as I went solo, working on warm-up 

matches for the 2013 Champions Trophy as press box scorer.  

 

I was at Edgbaston all by myself on Saturday 1st June, mer-

cifully dry and fine, and getting into the media centre in plen-

ty of time for the Sri Lanka v. India match. I used the stairs - 

a long climb up five floors - and took some time to enjoy the 

wonderful view from without doubt the best media centre in 

English cricket (left). Itõs also the biggest, with space for 

some 130 journalists, but as the tournament had not exactly 

captured the cricketing publicõs imagination (it was an Ashes 

year, after all) there was a grand total of precisely 6 accredit-

ed journos in attendance. Spread right across the room. 

However, it was ideal for me, as a low-key dress rehearsal. 

My experience at Lords had shown me some things not im-

mediately obvious to the casual observer. I had noticed all the 

journos wearing ear-pieces tuned into either radio or TV com-

mentary at Lords, and wondered why - but itõs simply because 

all media centres are fronted by plate-glass and thus virtually 

no sound from outside is audible. Turn the volume right down 

on your TV next time youõre watching a game and you will soon 

see how hard it is to follow a cricket match without sound, es-

pecially if youõre scoring it. So an ear-piece is a pretty essential 

piece of kit if you are working in a cricket media centre. 

Except this match, being a warm-up, had zero radio commen-

tary and although Sky were covering it, there was no feed of 

their commentary available. And because it was still a bit on 

the cool side, the powers-that-be had decided against opening 

the media centre windows. This all dawned on me about the 

time of the toss, which is also a scramble to ensure you have the right teams and the right shirt numbers! It was 

thus a rather frazzled press box scorer that nervously watched Kusal Perera and Tillikeratne Dilshan stroll out to 

face the Indian attack. 

Initially, however, it was all quite straightforward. The two Sri Lankans walloped everything - the crack of the ball 

off Pereraõs bat was heard even through plate glass as the Indian seamers were taken to pieces. So Dhoni soon 

turned to spin, which is where my nightmare started. Ashwin and Jadeja are without doubt fine bowlers, but I hate 

them. This is because their run-ups, such as they are, are about three paces, and when your head is looking at 

sheets or a screen it is very easy to miss something without the sound of the action to nudge you into looking up. 

It turns out I missed a no-ball, which I only discovered a couple of overs after it had happened. Jadeja was bowling 

his over so quickly that I had no idea heõd had to bowl an extra delivery! 

One of the journos told me I had announced a score different to the board. I discreetly panicked, my heart started 

racing, and I went to the CricInfo text commentary to see where I had gone wrong. I did this at the same moment 

as the wifi went down in the media centre! It took all my focus to keep as calm as I could, watch the game (which 

was still going on of course), record what I saw, and, when after an eternity (probably about two minutes) the wifi 

was restored, I scrolled through the text commentary (still watching the game), found the no-ball (phew) and then 

set about correcting the computer record, whilst keeping my sheets accurate so that I could then catch the com-

puter record up. I did it, and got back to everything being right, but it was a horrible 20 minutes. And a salutary, 

very useful experience! 

Next it was off to Cardiff - a place I had never been to before - for another warm up game and then, the real thing. 



ÎĖĆĚĚ ġëÙ æíĀÀú ĲÙÙ÷ÙĀÓ Ćæ VĥĀÙ ˜EĖí ʶʷ- zĥĀ ʶʹ˝ ġëÙ -ëÙĚëíĖÙ -ĆĥĀġĴ
-ĖíÎ÷Ùġ ZÙÀçĥÙ ÀĖÙ ĚġĖĆĀçúĴ ÙĀÎĆĥĖÀçíĀç ÎúĥÌĚ ġĆ ĖíĚÙ æĥĀÓĚ æĆĖ 

ġëÙ ĆĀúĴ ¦W -ëÀĖíġĴ æĥĀÓíĀç ĖÙĚÙÀĖÎë ĚĆúÙúĴ ÀíÿÙÓ Àġ ēĖÙıÙĀġíĀç ÌĖÙÀĚġ
ÎÀĀÎÙĖ æĆĖ æĥġĥĖÙ çÙĀÙĖÀġíĆĀĚ ˜ıíĚíġēĖÙıÙĀġÌĖÙÀĚġÎÀĀÎÙĖːĆĖçːĥ÷˝ː ¢ëÙ Àíÿ
ġëĖĆĥçë ġëíĚ ĚēÙÎíÀú ĲÙÙ÷ÙĀÓ íĚ ġĆ ĚĥēēĆĖġ ġëÙíĖ ĲĆĖ÷ ÌĴ ĖÀíĚíĀç æĥĀÓĚ
ġëĖĆĥçë ÀÎġíıíġíÙĚ Àġ ĴĆĥĖ ÎúĥÌː ¢ëÙĖÙ ÀĖÙ ÿÀĀĴ ĲÀĴĚ ĴĆĥ ÎÀĀ çÙġ íĀıĆúıÙÓˊ 

§ ¦ĚÙ ĴĆĥĖ EĖíÓÀĴ ÙıÙĀíĀç öĥĀíĆĖ æíĳġĥĖÙ ĆĖ öĥĀíĆĖ ġĖÀíĀíĀç ġĆ ĖÀíĚÙ æĥĀÓĚ ġëĖĆĥçë ĲÙÀĖíĀç ēíĀ÷ː µëÀġ ÀÌĆĥġ ĚÙúúíĀç

ēíĀ÷ úÙÿĆĀÀÓÙ æĆĖ ÎëíúÓĖÙĀˑ sÙĖëÀēĚ À ēíĀ÷ ēĖĆĚÙÎÎĆ˖ēíĀ÷ çíĀ ÙıÙĀíĀç ÿÀĴ ÌÙ ēĆĚĚíÌúÙ ġĆ ÀĖĖÀĀçÙː 

§ síĀ÷ ÎÀ÷Ù ĚÀúÙĚˋ ēíĀ÷ ÌĆġġúÙ ĖÀææúÙ ˜ĲëÙĖÙ Àúú ÌĆġġúÙĚ ÀĖÙ ĲĖÀēēÙÓ íĀ ēíĀ÷ˑ˝ 

§ síĀ÷ ĚĲÙÙē ĚġÀ÷ÙĚ ĆĀ ġëÙ çÀÿÙĚ ÌÙíĀç ēúÀĴÙÓ Àġ ĴĆĥĖ ÎúĥÌ ˜ĀĥÿÌÙĖ Ćæ ĖĥĀĚ ĚÎĆĖÙÓˋ ëíçëÙĚġ ēÀĖġĀÙĖĚëíē˝ 

§ síĀ÷ æÀĀÎĴ ÓĖÙĚĚ 

¢ëÙĖÙĚ˫ ēúÙĀġĴ ÿĆĖÙ ĚÎĆēÙ æĆĖ ĴĆĥĖ ĆĲĀ íÓÙÀĚ ÀĀÓ íĀíġíÀġíıÙĚˋ ÀĀÓ ĴĆĥ ÎÀĀ
ÙÿÀíú 8ÿÿÀ zúÀġÙĖ ıíÀ ēÀíĀġÎĖíÎ÷ÙġēíĀ÷̩ĴÀëĆĆːÎĆÿ æĆĖ ÿĆĖÙ íĀæĆĖÿÀġíĆĀː 
úú ÿĆĀíÙĚ ĖÀíĚÙÓ Ĳíúú ëÙúē ġëÙ ÎëÀĖíġĴ ÓÙıÙúĆē ġëÙíĖ ÎĖĥÎíÀú ĲĆĖ÷ː 
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Neston made surprisingly short work 

of an uncharacteristically flat Widnes 

side at Parkgate to stay top of the ta-

ble, knocking off the paltry 104 they 

were set inside 18 overs as the visi-

tors didnõt get out of first gear. Luke 

Jones took 5-22 as Widnes lost 8-51 

on a day to forget for them. Alderley 

Edge were another side who put in a 

surprisingly off-key display, their 

strong batting line up totally blunted 

by the Nantwich trio of Stockton,  

Foulkes and Spencer, who dismissed 

them for 100 (AE were 43-1 at one 

stage). Marcus Stables was glad to 

reverse a run of low scores for the 

Dabbers with 52 as they won by 6 

wkts. At Filkins Lane, Didsbury skipper 

Nick Anderson was also shrugging off 

a bad run (his league inns to date: 

0,1,0,28,0) with a magnificent 103 

(92 bs) including 6 sixes, he and Sam 

Leech (66 off 59) adding 160 for the 

5th wkt as Dids reached 322, their 

highest League total in several years. 

Several Chester BH batters all got 

starts, but 4 wkts apiece for the 

Green brothers saw them all out for 

154. Hyde are delighted that George 

Balderson has been surprisingly over-

looked for Lancsõ T20 campaign, the 

all-rounder really in the mood for his 

home club, as Grappenhall discovered 

to their cost, Balderson with 5-19 

and then 73* as a formidable-

looking Hyde made it three wins in 

a row. Predicted by some to strug-

gle this year, Oxtonõs third win in 

four - a nail-biting 2 wkt victory at 

Townfield Lane against Toft - pro-

pelled them firmly into mid-table. 

The visitors made 224-8 (OõShay 

Reddy 57) which looked way short 

as Luke Filer (71) and Henry Dob-

son (72) added a brilliant 152 for 

the 1st wkt in reply. However, that 

crumbled to 199-7 in the 51st (3 

wkts fell in 4 balls at one stage) as 

the tension mounted, but with 5 

needed off the last, Will Clayton 

found the boundary with two balls 

remaining to claim a vital win.       

Andrej Yaksenderõs 100 rescued 

Cheadle from 132-7, he and debu-

tant Parth Gaikwad (39) adding 86 

for the 8th as their side made 

242. Despite being 62-0 after a 

rapid 48 off 24 from Todd Walker, 

Brooklands couldnõt get other part-

nerships going, Gaikwad taking the 

last wkt as they were all out 185.  

-  

A fascinating day of Premier Divi-

sion cricket saw three sides tied at 

the top. Hyde convincingly beat 

Didsbury after a fine personal dis-

play from Luke Young, his 4 wkts 
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helping dismiss Dids for just 

160, then leading off with 68 

before Andrew Jackson hit 

successive sixes (6 in total in 

his 20-ball 47) to finish the 

game. A strong Neston side 

surprisingly came unstuck at 

Grappenhall, for whom Lancs 

2s player Arav Shetty starred 

with 66 and then 5-19 as 

Neston slumped to 122 all 

out and a resounding 93 run 

defeat. Alderley Edgeõs Sub-

haan Mahmood made 100* 

as his side won by 5 wkts at 

luckless Brooklands, who 

couldnõt capitalise on dis-

missing  Kohler-Cadmore, 

Perry and Wilkinson with just 

16 on the board. Mahmood 

and Charlie Barnard (63) 

added 138 to seal the win. 

Nantwich won a third game in 

a row with a demolition of an 

all at sea Toft, 58 all out as 

Phil Stockton and Jason Foul-

kes each took 5 wkts ñ the 

third time this season Toft 

take zero pts.  Cheadleõs Will 

Holmes (66 & 5-41) was their 

star turn in a splendid victory 

over Chester BH, who lost by 

64 runs at Kingsway and 

slipped to their lowest posi-

tion in many years. Oxtonõs 

surge continued, a fourth win 

in five coming after a thump-

ing 117 run win over an out-

of-sorts Widnes who are now 

without a win in four. 
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The top vs. bottom fixture proved to 

be a one-sided affair as Bowdon 

swept to  their victory target of 136 

inside 22 overs at Congleton, whose 

sixth defeat in seven games left them 

at the foot of the table. Four wkts 

apiece for Joe Chapple and Matt Tully 

put the skids under the hosts, who 

were 85-8 until John Copeland inject-

ed some zest into proceedings. But it 

only delayed the inevitable, Chapple 

(49) the only man to be dismissed, 

skipper Jack Tipton 66* as the pair 

added 119 for the opening wkt. How-

ever, Congleton are only a point adrift 

of two other sides who have also lost 

six out of seven. Alvanley at least 

picked up 11 pts after a 2 wkt loss in 

an entertaining encounter with Lin-

dow. Simon Gee finished 92* as Alv 

recovered from 14-2 to reach 240-6, 

adding 99 with Chris Charles who hit 

68 from 39 bs. James Duffyõs 70 an-

chored the Lindow response with oth-

er solid contributions getting them 

over the line - just - in the 49th. The 

other struggling side, Bramhall, had a 

similar chase at Timperley, where they 

needed 231 (having had the home 

side 164-7). However, a bright open-

ing led to a familiar tail-off, Greg Dix-

onõs defiant 79 (118 bs) the one 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

bright spot, the opener the last 

wkt to fall as his side were 148 

all out. The surprise result of the 

day was at Victoria Rd where high

-flying Sale lost to a Macclesfield 

team whoõd only once previous. 

Fresh from his ton last week, Alex 

Thomson starred again, firstly 

with the ball, his 6-58 including 

the last wkt to fall, that of Pat 

Ashling for 98, stumped after a 

brilliant knock. Thomson then 

made 45, which along with 60 

from Khalid Sawas saw Macc 

claim a fine 4 wkt win. Incon-

sistent Romiley came good, David 

Badrookõs excellent 89* the bed-

rock of their whopping 267-6 

against Urmston, who got no-

where close as Alex Hootonõs 5-

44 saw them all out 156. Simon 

Normantonõs 94* was the glue 

holding Stockport Georgians to-

gether at Oulton Park, an 8th wkt 

stand of 86 with Jordan Richards 

lifting them from 127-7 to 214-8. 

The pair then bagged 7 wkts            

between them as the hosts were 

bowled out for 176. 

-  

The top three all won and the bot-

tom three all lost as both ends of 

the table maintained a familiar 

look. Bowdon made it 7 wins for the 

season after Jack Tipton (92) and 

Ross Zelem (73) added 149 for the 

2nd in their 268-3 at Urmston, and 

even with Rob Lord not bowling, 

dismissed the hosts for 172, Luke 

McLaughlinõs dashing 72 (50 bs) in 

stark contrast to the grim re-

sistance of his colleagues. Sale 

made light work of an under-

strength Alvanley, winning by 9 

wkts after Pat Ashling - dropped 

fourth ball - eased to an unbeaten 

63. Timperley won a thriller off the 

last ball at Romiley, the hosts tail-

ing off batting first after a strong 

start but still posting 260. Timpersõ 

top five all contributed well and Jon-

athan Fowlerõs hard-hitting 50* led 

to last ball delight for his side. Lin-

dow also chased well after Andrew 

Metcalfõs 83* saw Oulton Park set 

them 222, James Duffyõs 92* the 

anchor in a 6 wkt win, while at 

Flowery Field Ben Staniforth made 

93 as Georgians overpowered lowly 

Congleton, winning by 100 runs 

after Simon Normantonõs fine form 

continued with 7-41. Bramhallõs 

fifth loss on the bounce came after 

Macclesfield got to 185 having 

been 128-8, Bram all out 125 after 

5 more wkts for Alex Thompson. 
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Marple recorded a hard-fought 41 run 

win over Haslington at Bowden Lane 

to leapfrog the visitors and nick top 

spot. Asked to bat, the hosts worked 

hard against what many regard as the 

best attack in the division and 

reached 213-7, only one batter not 

making double figures. Despite 64 

from Matt Kennerley-Ryan, Haslington  

only had one 50+ partnership and 

were all out 172. Marpleõs Mark 

Makin (44 & 3-47) and Hasõ Tom 

Gledhill 3-55 and 25) were both men-

tioned in dispatches. Mobberley went 

third but struggled again, a second 

loss of 2023 coming at Grove Park 

after choosing to bat and being 

knocked over for 143 by Cheadle Hul-

me, 60 from Matt Mountney their one 

consolation. It looked even more valu-

able as CH were 15-3 early doors, but 

a 4th wkt stand of 92 between Hashir 

Khan (45) and Rhys Collister (43) 

steadied the ship, the hosts winning 

by 3 wkts. Davenham got a valuable 

win after a thrilling 2 wkt victory at 

Hale Barns after the hosts posted 

189-7. A 39-ball 54 from Jason van 

der Meulen gave Davenham real im-

petus and at 159-4 they were looking 

well set, but Jack Garner (33) was run 

out which led to panic stations, Dav 
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stuttering to 182-8 as the overs 

ticked away. However, the 9th 

pair held the nerve and nicked 

the winning runs with three balls 

remaining, HB reflecting, inter 

alia, on a costly 23 extras. The 

other two games were drawn, 

Port Sunlight (151-8) declining 

to chase 212 for a win at Christ-

leton, while two struggling sides 

met at the Beets. Put in by Bol-

lington, hosts Ashton OM were 

soon 16-3, but Bolly dropped 5 

catches, Macca Hooton (15 at 

the time) one of the beneficiar-

ies who cashed in by crunching 

a splendid 121, Akash Patelõs 

72 then helping take AOM to a 

soaraway 267-9. In reply, skip-

per Harri Dickinson led off with 

67 off 64 bs in an opening 

stand of 103 before becoming 

one of 5 victims (for the second 

game in a row) for Sam Tho-

burn, as Bollyõs valiant attempt 

fell short, the last pair surviving 

three overs, Bolly 250-9. 

-  

A second century of 2023 from 

Grant Hodnett saw Marple go 

top after a 51 run at Port Sun-

light. The first ever meeting be-

tween the sides saw Hodnett hit 

141* (143 bs, 3x6, 17x4), his stand 

of 150 with Max Fitzgerald (66) put-

ting 262-4 on the board. PS (without 

Simon Melberzs) were all out in the 

45th, a stand of 114 for the 3rd be-

tween Tyler Stagg (70) and Jamie 

Hodgson (63) their highlight. Has-

lington kept their good form going 

after a terrific chase at Bollington, 

who again posted a good total (241-

8), but were undone by two Bens, 

Tomlinson (92) and Istead (66) add-

ing 142 as Has squeaked home by 

2 wkts in a gripping finish. 77 from 

Jason van der Meulen helped Dav-

enham to 215 against NEC, despite 

6-39 from Will Westerby. Jayden 

Camp (79*) ran out of partners af-

ter adding 76 with Will Ritchie (39), 

NEC all out 186. The quickest win-

ners of the day were Mobberley who 

bowled out visitors Christleton for 

100, knocking off the target inside 

20 overs, while Cheadle Hulme 

were back to square one after going 

from 51-1 to 93 all out at Stockport, 

Naveed Gondal 7-38 before again 

coming to the rescue with the bat 

after his side were 47-6 in reply, he 

& Danny Barber (39) securing a 3 

wkt win. The writing was on the wall 

for Ashton OM after Sam Smithõs 86 

took visitors Hale Barns to 228,       

7-61 from Joe Cooper seeing the 

hosts dismissed for 154. 
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A fifth win in six saw Heaton Mersey 

maintain top spot, the latest 25 pts 

courtesy of a 5 wkt win at Barrow, 

who slid from 117-2 to 134-7 after 

choosing to bat. 71 from David 

McClements and a last wkt stand of 

37 lifted them to 203. But HM got off 

to a flying start, skipper Josh Ain-

scough (54) and Anre Schutte (81) 

adding 99 inside 16 overs which built 

the platform for 25 pts. Hawk Greenõs 

poor start is a distant memory now 

after their fourth straight win, this one 

a demolition of Winnington Park by an 

eye-watering 204 runs at Upper Hib-

bert Lane. Skipper Josh Hampson 

(102 off 115 bs) and Tearan Gleeson 

(94 off 78) led off with a rapid 158 

opening stand, the pair hitting 21x4 

and 7x6 between them. Sam Messih 

then weighed in with 73 off 50 as the 

boundaries continued to flow, HG call-

ing a halt after 45 overs on 328-5. WP 

were not surprisingly out for the count 

and were dismissed inside 35 overs 

for 124, Elliot Young 5-42. An alto-

gether closer match at Maritime 

where visitors Ashley won a thriller by 

just 3 runs, posting 182-9 after 

choosing to bat. This was a lot more 

than seemed likely after four early 

wkts went but Jahangir Mushtaqõs 

splendid 91* stabilised things. Mari-

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

time built a succession of part-

nerships but nothing substan-

tive, Mushtaq again at work 

with 3-49 as Maritime got to 

one boundary away from victory 

when the last man was lbw. 

Both sides remained close to-

gether in 3rd & 4th spot, with 

the altitude sickness pills on 

order at The Flacca after Tatten-

hallõs win at Warrington lifted 

them to 5th. Freddie Cheshireõs 

5-28 saw the hosts bowled out 

for just 124, with Tattõs Brett 

Taylor then teeing off with 50 

from 45, Archie Mobbs taking 

up the baton with 46* from 40 

as the visitors won with bags of 

overs unused. Four wkts apiece 

for Nick Guest and Slade          

Mitrovic helped Oakmere de-

fend 152 against Upton, who 

despite having 54 overs to 

chase kept losing wkts and 

were all out 141. Meanwhile    

6-33 from Ben Stoddard en-

sured Northwich hopes of build-

ing on their win last week were 

dashed in short order as Kings-

ley skittled them for just 62, the 

match all done in 39 overs. 

-  

A blistering stand of 42* in 5 

overs between Joby Mathew 

and Soruban Dk saw Northwich pull 

off a sensational win at leaders Hea-

ton Mersey, the basement side 

reaching their 192 target with 7 

balls to spare in the result of the 

day. It was to be a memorable week-

end for the Moss Farm side - see the 

Cheshire Shield news! Maritime won 

by 3 wkts at Barrow to stay second 

in a low scoring scrap, the visitors 

reaching their 153 target in the 

30th over despite Nick Mumfordõs 

heroics, his 29 at no.10 lifting Bar-

row from 112-8, then 6-62. Hawk 

Greenõs winning run was ended as 

they drew at Ashley, who went into 

the stratosphere as a fine 116 (106 

bs) from Ammad Mushtaq and a 31-

ball 81 from Jahangir Mushtaq took 

them to 336-5. 75* from Elliot 

Young and 73 from Tearan Gleeson 

saw HG end on 213-7. Oakmere 

took advantage to sneak up to 

fourth after a 25 run heist defending 

139 at Winnington Park, while       

Upton (170-9) clung on - justð to 

claim a draw with Warrington, who 

for once had the better of a game, 

Thaakier Davids battling 67 and a 

rasping 40* from Umer Zeb taking 

them from 146-6 to 210-8. Tatten-

hall hit the buffers though, their 

good recent run halted by Kingsley, 

who beat them by 42 runs, skipper 

Tom Hyslopõs defiant 69 not able to 

hold off Joel Logan, whose 5-18 

proved decisive. 




