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A very busy month of cricket is over, but we
pitch into an even busier month, with several
different competitions all in full swing. The 1st
XI T20 knockout stages are underway after a
round-robin stage which has attracted a fair
bit of adverse comment and which to my mind
could be dealt with a little more satisfactorily.
No-one disputes the difficulties that evening
T20 fixtures present, with players and officials
often battling to grounds in heavy traffic,
many also with work commitments that can-
not be easily dispensed with, leading to the

but

many of the minig r o u p
the need to ensure that out of all the entrants,
there are 16 qualifiers for the knockout stag-

es, which in turn has led to four mingroups of
just two teams, one match deciding who goes

forward.

donot

t eams.

see

contested over two matches, with net rumate
(or some other agreed method) deciding who

ers than just (potentially) winning two

matches and being through to finals day.

All of this, however (as with all else) lies
in the gift of the competing clubs to pro-

pose such changes, so we will see if any
proposals are forthcomlng Certamly this
year ds

1st T20

some excellent games and brllllant per-
formances, and, pleasingly, no matches
conceded (although Didsbury & Marple
agreed to cancel their final group game
after neither could have progressed).

Cheshire

Cup or

great cricket being played and | hope
more clubs will do more to promote
themselves, their teams and their

achievements on their social media plat-
forms. Many clubs have them but very

unavoi tew,lit feemspupdatenthemaegdady, o f
Twhieh igadsbamea | s o

Shield).

| also want to devote some space to the
publication of a new book which | have

been thoroughly enjoying and which |
wniow manyhoensy etheg aolteagpes wouold $£areh angl write, it is a wonder-
be glad to have a copy of too. Scott Oli-
ver has put together a real labour of love amongst too many flaccid crick-
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Congratulations to the 3rd Xl sides who Ax\TD ST
have made it through to finals day, the A
2nd Xls still in T20 contention, and all
those involved in the longer Cup
formats (be it in the National KO, the
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point of fact-who turned out for
league clubs, most (but not all)
based in Lancashire (where it

was a League regulation that

clubs had to have a professional

player, to cultivate interest in

the club and

t he

know all 22 players whose sto-

ries are told in the book, and
while | can only imagine the
amount of work it took to re-

ful piece of work, a real gem

or

g

e

goes through in the event of eachteamwin- about the regi onal ¢ bopks andd ieeommendstdo 6 St
ning a match. It would certainly seemtobea Dogs and Star dust &, youvdthouthesigton.he t al
more satisfactory way of determining qualifi-  professionals- stellar internationals, in James

Premier Division Division 1 Division 2 Division 3

Alderley Edge 4.0 Oulton Park 4.05 NE Cheshire 4.05 Ashley 4.0

Brooklands 4.0 Macclesfield 4.0 Cheadle Hulme 4.0 Hawk Green 4.0

Cheadle 4.0 Romiley 4.0 Hale Barns 4.0 Heaton Mersey 4.0

Chester BH 4.0 Stockport G 4.0 Haslington 4.0 Kingsley 4.0

Grappenhall 4.0 Congleton  3.95 Marple 4.0 Maritime 4.0

Hyde 4.0 Alvanley 3.94 Mobberley 3.95 Oakmere 4.0

Neston 4.0 Urmston 3.85 Davenham 3.95 Upton 4.0

Oxton 4.0 Bowden 3.81 Port Sunlight 3.9 Tattenhall 3.95

Toft 3.95 Brambhall 3.8 Christleton 3.85 Barrow 3.9

Widnes 3.95 Lindow 3.7 Ashton OM 3.8 Northwich 3.9

Didsbury 3.8 Sale 3.7 Stockport 3.8 Warrington 3.9

Nantwich 3.75 Timperley 3.6 Bollington 3.75 Winnington Park 3.9

Average 3.95 Average 3.86 Average 3.92 Average 3.96




So my scoring adventure was about to start a new chapter as | went solo, working on w-pn
matches for the 2013 Champions Trophy as press box scorer.

| was at Edgbaston all by myself on Saturday 1st June, mer-
cifully dry and fine, and getting into the media centre in plen-
ty of time for the Sri Lanka v. India match. | used the stairs
a long climb up five floors and took some time to enjoy the
=il \vonderful view from without doubt the best media centre in
BEnglish cricket (left). I1tds

ed journos in attendance. Spread right across the room.
However, it was ideal for me, as a lokey dress rehearsal.
My experience at Lords had shown me some things not im-
mediately obvious to the casual observer. | had noticed all t :

journos wearing eaipieces tuned into either radio or TV com-
mentary at Lords, and wonderedwhb ut it 6s s
all media centres are fronted by platglass and thus virtually

no sound from outside is audible. Turn the volume right dowi
on your TV next time youor e
see how hard it is to follow a cricket match without sound, e<i%
pecially i f you dpieeeissapretly éssegtia.
piece of kit if you are working in a cricket media centre.
Except this match, being a warmp, had zero radio commen- g
tary and although Sky were covering it, there was no feed of
their commentary available. And because it was still a bit on
the cool side, the powerghat-be had decided against opening
the media centre windows. This all dawned on me about the
time of the toss, which is also a scramble to ensure you have the right teams and the right shirt numbers! It was
thus a rather frazzled press box scorer that nervously watched Kusal Perera and Tillikeratne Dilshan stroll out to
face the Indian attack.

Initially, however, it was all quite straightforward. The two Sri Lankans walloped everythihg crack of the ball

of f Pererads bat was heard even through plate gl ass

turned to spin, which is where my nightmare started. Ashwin and Jadeja are without doubt fine bowlers, but | hate
them. This is because their riiups, such as they are, are about three paces, and when your head is looking at
sheets or a screen it is very easy to miss something without the sound of the action to nudge you into looking up.
It turns out | missed a neball, which | only discovered a couple of overs after it had happened. Jadeja was bowling
his over so quickly that | had no idea hedd had to
One of the journos told me | had announced a score different to the board. | discreetly panicked, my heart started
racing, and | went to the Cricinfo text commentary to see where | had gone wrong. | did this at the same moment
as the wifi went down in the media centre! It took all my focus to keep as calm as | could, watch the game (which
was still going on of course), record what | saw, and, when after an eternity (probably about two minutes) the wifi
was restored, | scrolled through the text commentary (still watching the game), found thebadl (phew) and then

set about correcting the computer record, whilst keeping my sheets accurate so that | could then catch the com-
puter record up. | did it, and got back to everything being right, but it was a horrible 20 minutes. And a salutary,
very useful experience!

Next it was off to Cardiff a place | had never been to beforefor another warm up game and then, the real thing.
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breast delighted to announce their first .
cancers League Charity Partnership
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Nestonmade surprisingly short work
of an uncharacteristically flaWidnes
side at Parkgate to stay top of the ta-
ble, knocking off the paltry 104 they
were set inside 18 overs as the visi-
tors didnot
Jonestook 5-22 as Widnes lost 851
on a day to forget for themAlderley
Edgewere another side who put in a
surprisingly oftkey display, their
strong batting line up totally blunted
by the Nantwichtrio of Stockton,
Foulkesand Spencer,who dismissed
them for 100 (AE were 43l at one
stage).Marcus Stableswas glad to
reverse a run of low scores for the
Dabbers with 52 as they won by 6
wkts. At Filkins LaneDidsburyskipper
Nick Andersonwas also shrugging off
a bad run (his league inns to date:
0,1,0,28,0) with a magnificent 103
(92 bs) including 6 sixes, he an®am
Leech (66 off 59) adding 160 for the
5th wkt as Dids reached 322, their
highest League total in several years.
SeveralChester BHbatters all got
starts, but 4 wkts apiece for the
Greenbrothers saw them all out for
154. Hydeare delighted thatGeorge
Baldersonhas been surprisingly over-
| ooked for Lancs?®d
allrounder really in the mood for his
home club, asGrappenhalldiscovered

to their cost, Balderson with 5.9
and then 73* as a formidable
looking Hyde made it three wins in
a row. Predicted by some to strug-
gle this yearO x t ahirdivén in
four - a naikbiting 2 wkt victory at

g kuke o u tTownfield fane agdinsTgfie @ra- .

pelled them firmly into mictable.
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helping dismiss Dids for just
160, then leading off with 68
before Andrew Jacksorhit
successive sixes (6 in total in
his 20-ball 47) to finish the
game. A strond\estonside
surprisingly came unstuck at
Grappenhal] for whom Lancs

The visitors made 2248 (O 6 S h a yZ2s playerArav Shettystarred

Reddy57) which looked way short
as Luke Filer(71) and Henry Dob-
son (72) added a brilliant 152 for
the 1st wkt in reply. However, that
crumbled to 1997 in the 51st (3
wkts fell in 4 balls at one stage) as
the tension mounted, but with 5
needed off the last,Will Clayton
found the boundary with two balls
remaining to claim a vital win.
Andr ej
Cheadlefrom 132-7, he and debu-
tant Parth Gaikwad(39) adding 86
for the 8th as their side made
242. Despite being 620 after a
rapid 48 off 24 from Todd Walker
Brooklandsc ou |l dndt
nerships going, Gaikwad taking the
last wkt as they were all out 185.

A fascinating day of Premier Divi-
sion cricket saw three sides tied at
Tiife Yop. FyRABENFircifgly beatt h e
Didsburyafter a fine personal dis-

play fromLuke Young his 4 wkts

with 66 and then 519 as

Neston slumped to 122 all

out and a resounding 93 run
defeat. Al der | eSub-Edged
haan Mahmoodmade 100*

as his side won by 5 wkts at

luckless Brooklands who

coul dndt capital:i
missing Kohle-Cadmore

Perryand Wilkinsonwith just

Y alkOsesquatle r 616 on the board. Mahmood

and Charlie Barnard(63)
added 138 to seal the win.
Nantwichwon a third game in
a row with a demolition of an
all at seaToft, 58 all out as

g e tPhilsStoektonand dasan Foul-

kes each took 5 wktsf the
third time this season Toft
take zero pts.C h e a dWille
Holmes (66 & 5-41) was their
star turn in a splendid victory
over Chester BH who lost by
64 runs at Kingsway and
slipped to their lowest posi-
tion in many yearsOx t o n
surge continued, a fourth win
in five coming after a thump-
ing 117 run win over an o
of-sorts Widneswho are now
without a win in four.
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- bright spot, the opener the last look. Bowdonmade it 7 wins for the
The top vs. bottom fixture proved to  wkt to fall as his side were 148 season afterJack Tipton(92) and
be a onesided affair asBowdon all out. The surprise result of the  Ross Zelem(73) added 149 for the
swept to their victory target of 136 day was at Victoria Rd where high 2nd in their 268-3 at Urmston and
inside 22 overs atCongleton whose flying Salelost to a Macclesfield even withRob Lordnot bowling,
sixth defeat in seven games leftthem t eam whodd onl y dsmissedthe hosts ford12kuke
at the foot of the table. Four wkts Fresh from his ton last weekAlex Mc L a u g dashingn 7@ €0 bs) in
apiece forJoe Chappleand Matt Tully = Thomsonstarred again, firstly stark contrast to the grim re-
put the skids under the hosts, who with the ball, his 658 including sistance of his colleaguesSale
were 85-8 until John Copelandnject-  the last wkt to fall, that ofPat made light work of an under
ed some zest into proceedings. But it Ashlingfor 98, stumped after a strength Alvanley winning by 9
only delayed the inevitable, Chapple  brilliant knock. Thomson then wkts after Pat Ashling- dropped
(49) the only man to be dismissed, made 45, which along with 60 fourth ball - eased to an unbeaten
skipper Jack Tipton66* as the pair from Khalid Sawassaw Macc 63. Timperleywon a thriller off the
added 119 for the opening wkt. How- claim a fine 4 wkt win. Incon- last ball at Romiley the hosts tail-
ever, Congleton are only a point adrift sistent Romileycame good,David ing off batting first after a strong
of two other sides who have also lost B a d r oeacklléns 89*thebed- st art but still pos
six out of sevenAlvanleyat least rock of their whopping 2676 top five all contributed well andlon-
picked up 11 pts after a 2 wkt loss in  againstUrmston who got no- at han Pmaratitteg 59*ded
an entertaining encounter withLin- where close asA| e x HB-ot doraét ®all delight for his sideLin-

dow. Simon Gesfinished 92* as Alv 44 saw them all out 156.Simon dowalso chased well aftetAndrew
recovered from 142 to reach 240-6, No r ma n34owadtise glue Me t ¢ 83* $ad Sulton Parkset
adding 99 withChris Charlesvho hit holding Stockport Georgiango- them222,J ames DiAtthd yos
68 from 39 bs.J a me s Dwah-f y Gegher atOulton Park an 8th wkt  anchor in a 6 wkt win, while at

chored the Lindow response with oth- stand of 86 withJordan Richards Flowery FieldBen Staniforthmade

er solid contributions getting them lifting them from 127-7 to 214-8. 93 as Georgiansoverpowered lowly

over the line-just - in the 49th. The The pair then bagged 7 wkts Congleton winning by 100 runs

other struggling sideBramhall had a  between them as the hosts were afterSi mon No rfmeaforh o n 6 s
similar chase atTimperley where they bowled out for 176. continuedwith 741.Br amhal | & s
needed 231 (having had the home - fifth loss on the bounce came after

side 164-7). However, a bright open-  The top three all won and the bot- Macclesfieldgot to 185 having
ing led to a familiar tailoff, Greg Dix-  tom three all lost as both ends of been 128-8, Bram all out 125 after
0 n dediant 79 (118 bs) the one the table maintained a familiar 5 more wkts forAlex Thompson
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- stuttering to 182-8 as the overs ~ 141* (143 bs, 3x6, 17x4), his stand
Marple recorded a hardfought 41 run  ticked away. However, the 9th of 150 with Max Fitzgerald 66) put-
win overHaslingtonat Bowden Lane pair held the nerve and nicked  ting 262-4 on the board. PS (without
to leapfrog the visitors and nick top the winning runs with three balls  Simon Melberz$ were all out in the

spot. Asked to bat, the hosts worked  remaining, HB reflectinginter 45th, a stand of 114 for the 3rd be-
hard against what many regard as the alia, on a costly 23 extras. The  tween Tyler Stagg70) and Jamie
best attack in the division and other two games were drawn, Hodgson(63) their highlight.Has-
reached 213-7, only one batter not Port Sunlight(151-8) declining lington kept their good form going
making double figures. Despite 64 to chase 212 for a win atChrist-  after a terrific chase atBollington,
from Matt KennerleyRyan Haslington  leton, while two struggling sides who again posted a good total (241
only had one 50+ partnership and met at the Beets. Put in by3ol- 8), but were undone by twdens,
were all outMark7 2. IiMgon, pdsteAGiton OMwere Tomlinson(92) and Istead (66) add-

Makin(44 &34 7) antbmHa s Goon 163, but Bolly dropped 5  ing 142 as Has squeaked home by
Gledhill3-55 and 25) were both men-  catches,Macca Hooton(15 at 2 wkts in a gripping finish. 77 from
tioned in dispatches.Mobberleywent the time) one of the beneficiar-  Jason van der Meulerhelped Dav-

third but struggled again, a second ies who cashed in by crunching  enhamto 215 against NEG despite
loss of 2023 coming at Grove Park asplendid 121,Ak as h P a t6e9 fibrs Will WesterbyJayden
after choosing to bat and being 72 then helping take AOMtoa  Camp(79*) ran out of partners af-

knocked over for 143 byCheadle Hul-  soaraway 2679. In reply, skip-  ter adding 76 withWill Ritchie(39),
me, 60 from Matt Mountneytheir one  per Harri Dickinsonled off with NEC all out 186. The quickest win-
consolation. It looked even more valu- 67 off 64 bs in an opening ners of the day wereMobberleywho
able as CH were 18 early doors, but  stand of 103 before becoming bowled out visitorsChristletonfor

a 4th wkt stand of 92 betweenHashir  one of 5 victims (for the second 100, knocking off the target inside
Khan (45) and Rhys Collistel43) game in a row) folSam Tho- 20 overs, whileCheadle Hulme
steadied the ship, the hosts winning  burn,as Bol | y &8s v aeredack to sytate erma pfter going
by 3 wkts.Davenhamgot a valuable fell short, the last pair surviving  from 51-1 to 93 all out at Stockport,

win after a thrilling 2 wkt victory at three overs, Bolly 25@. Naveed Gondal’-38 before again
Hale Barnsafter the hosts posted - coming to the rescue with the bat
189-7. A 3%ball 54 from Jason van A second century of 2023 from  after his side were 476 in reply, he
der Meulengave Davenham real im-  grant Hodnettsaw Marple go & Danny Barber(39) securing a 3
petus and at 1594 they were looking (o5 after a 51 run atPort Sun- wkt win. The writing was on the wall

well set, butJack Garner(33) was run light. The first ever meeting be-  for Ashton OMafterSam Sni6t h & s
out which led to panic stations, Dav tween the sides saw Hodnett hit took visitorsHale Barnsto 228,

7-61 from Joe Coopeseeing the

hosts dismissed for 154.
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- time built a succession of part-  and Soruban Dksaw Northwichpull

A fifth win in six sanwHeaton Mersey nerships but nothing substan-  off a sensational win at leadersiea-
maintain top spot, the latest 25 pts tive, Mushtaq again at work ton Mersey the basement side
courtesy of a 5 wkt win aBarrow, with 3-49 as Maritime got to reaching their 192 target with 7
who slid from 1172 to 134-7 after one boundary away from victory balls to spare in the result of the
choosing to bat. 71 fromDavid when the last man was Ibw. day. It was to be a memorable week-
McClementsand a last wkt stand of Both sides remained close to- end for the Moss Farm side see the
37 lifted them to 203. But HM got off ~ gether in 3rd & 4th spot, with Cheshire Shield newsMaritime won
to a flying start, skippedosh Ain- the altitude sickness pills on by 3 wkts atBarrowto stay second
scough(54) and Anre Schutte(81) order at The Flacca afteTatten-  in a low scoring scrap, the visitors
adding 99 inside 16 overs which built  h a | win@tWarringtonlifted reaching their 153 target in the
the platform for 25 pts.Ha wk Gr etBemdobth.Fr eddi e Ch3dth tverdesiiteNi c k Mumf or
poor start is a distant memory now 5-28 saw the hosts bowled out  heroics, his 29 at no.10 lifting Bar-
after their fourth straight win, thisone f or j ust 1 Brétt w irow fromTLE28, théns6-62. Hawk
a demolition ofWinnington Parkboy an ~ Taylorthen teeing off with 50 Gr e ewindirsg run was ended as
eyewatering 204 runs at Upper Hib- ~ from 45, Archie Mobbstaking they drew atAshley who went into
bert Lane. Skippedosh Hampson up the baton with 46* from 40 the stratosphere as a fine 116 (106
(102 off 115 bs) and Tearan Gleeson  as the visitors won with bags of ~bs) fromAmmad Mushtagand a 31-
(94 off 78) led off with a rapid 158 overs unused. Four wkts apiece ball 81 from Jahangir Mushtagook
opening stand, the pair hitting 21x4 for Nick Guestand Slade them to 336-5. 75* from Elliot
and 7x6 between themSam Messih Mitrovic helped Oakmerede- Youngand 73 from Tearan Gleeson
then weighed in with 73 off 50 as the ~ fend 152 againstUpton, who saw HG end on 2137. Oakmere
boundaries continued to flow, HG call- despite having 54 overs to took advantage to sneak up to
ing a halt after 45 overs on 3285. WP  chase kept losing wkts and fourth after a 25 run heist defending
were not surprisingly out for the count were all out 141. Meanwhile 139 at Winnington Parkwhile
and were dismissed inside 35 overs 6-33 from Ben Stoddarden- Upton(170-9) clung on-justd to
for 124, Elliot Youngs-42. An alto- sured Northwichhopes of build-  claim a draw withwarrington who
gether closer match aMaritime ing on their win last week were  for once had the better of a game,
where visitorsAshleywon a thriller by ~ dashed in short order aKings- ~ Thaakier Davidsbattling 67 and a
just 3 runs, posting 1829 after ley skittled them for just 62, the  rasping 40* from Umer Zebtaking
choosing to bat. This was a lot more ~ match all done in 39 overs. them from 146-6 to 210-8. Tatten-
than seemed likely after four early - hall hit the buffers though, their
wkts wentbutd ahangi r Mu sAdisednd stand of 42*in 5 good recent run halted byingsley
splendid 91* stabilised things. Mari- overs betweenJoby Mathew who beat them by 42 runs, skipper

T om Hy defiaot pPnst able to
hold off Joel Loganwhose 518
proved decisive.







